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The  CHRISTCHURCH  TRAMPING  CLUB
has members of all ages, and runs tramping
trips  every  weekend,  ranging  from  easy
(minimal experience required) to hard (high
fitness  and  experience  required).  We  also
organise  instructional  courses  and  hold
weekly social meetings. We have a club hut
in Arthurs Pass and have gear available for
hire to members. Membership rates per year
are $50 member, $70 couple, $30 junior or
associate, with a $10 discount for members
who  opt  to  obtain  this  newsletter
electronically. 

For more about how the club operates, see
the last two pages. 

News
New  Members: Welcome  to  new  members  who  have  joined  recently:  Grant  Barrie,
Amadeo Servi, Katherine King, Miranda Carter, Scott Esser, Mathew Taylor, Aaron Hunter,
Aaron Rimmer,  Elaine  Booker,  Annett  Paetzold,  Katie  Klassens,  Ngarmkam Somdech,
Remy Rose Bagares, Tracey Udell. We hope you have many enjoyable days out tramping
with us!

Calendar of trips and Social Events
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, club trips depart either from 'Z' Carlton Corner Service
Station (formerly Shell) at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite Derby Street)
or from Caltex Russley on the corner of Russley Road and Yaldhurst Rd.  If the departure
point is not specified in the trip schedule, you may assume it's 'Z' Carlton. Day trips usually
depart at 8am on Saturday or Sunday. Weekend trips may leave on either Friday evening
or Saturday morning. 

New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or
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On  Franz  Josef  Glacier,  during  Bill
Johnson's  Almer  Hut  trip.  Photo:  Monika
Bratownik

http://www.ctc.org.nz/


contact the trip leader in advance.

CTC OVERDUE TRIPS: Members/family/partners or a nominated person concerned about
a trip being overdue should firstly discuss this with a Club Officer when they feel that the
trip is delayed. Refer to the list of Club Officers on the back of the newsletter and on the
club website. Club Officers know where to obtain copies of the Trip Lists containing the
names and addresses of the party members with their vehicle registration details etc. This
will greatly assist Police Search and Rescue. The Club Officer can then contact the Police
directly. Concerned people should keep trying different numbers until they actually contact
a Club Officer (DO NOT LEAVE MESSAGES). We recommend that concerned people
start with the Club Captain, then the Gear Custodian, then the Presidents, then the Trip
Organisers, then people listed under Our Club Hut - if no contact can be made then the
Police.  Members (particularly  Trip  Leaders)  please discuss this  arrangement with  your
loved ones so they are aware of this procedure. 

Social: We meet on Wednesdays 7:30 pm at the CMLC (Canterbury Mineral & Lapidary
Club) building at 110 Waltham Road, Waltham. This new building, beside and on the south
side  of  Waltham  School,  is   about  100m  south  of  the  Brougham  St/Waltham  Rd
intersection. Waltham Road is the southern extension of Barbadoes Street. For a map go
to  www.ctc.org.nz and click the  Social  Calendar link.  A variety of social  functions are
organised, the atmosphere is informal, and tea and biscuits served.  If  you can give a
presentation  or  have  ideas,  please  phone  Kay  Taylor  03-3584580  or  email
kaytaylor30@xtra.co.nz. Please note that formalities start at 7:50 pm sharp, and if there is
a guest speaker, he/she will start at 8 pm sharp.

Wednesday 29 November Club Night

Newsletter Folding Evening:  Newsletter folding, Lightning talk and general  catch-up
with refreshments as per usual.

Saturday 2 December Leader: Elizabeth Eadon 7am departure,
long day 03 3764453

drelizabethmej@gmail.com

Godley Peak, Palmer Range:  Godley Peak (2087 m) is at the
end  of  the  Palmer  Range,  overlooking  the  confluence  of  the
Wilberforce  and Rakaia  rivers.  See  if  you  can find  the  elusive
Mother Millers Spring when you’re up there. After crossing a little
preliminary light scrub on the flats we will go in via one of the long
spurs - nothing difficult to negotiate, but a sustained climb of over
1500 m and about 10 km each way so it will be a long day. Admire
the sheep when you are out there - John Robert Godley, the man
who  met  the  first  4  ships,  is  regarded  as  the  founder  of  the
Canterbury  settlement  and  had  a  strong  influence  on  the
conditions of those early pastoral land leases. This trip will be a
great opportunity to improve fitness whilst allowing you one lazy
day at the weekend! Please note: early start. Contact leader by
email please.

Grade: Mod/Hard

Closes: 30 Nov

Map: BW19 

Approx: $30
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Saturday 2 December 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Mt. Richardson:  This is a lovely 14 km loop in the Canterbury
foothills. We start at the Glentui Bush picnic area and go through
some  mountain  beech  forest  -  some  steepish  sections  with  a
700m height gain - to Mt Richardson itself (1,047m ), and a great
panorama over the Canterbury plains and Lees Valley. The return
trip follows the Blowhard Track giving an opportunity to walk along
the open tops; at about half way along the Blowhard Track, we
then  descend  back  into  the  bush along the  Bypass Track and
follow the ridge down the eastern side of the Glentui River. On the
way  back  to  the  cars  we can  sto  and  check  out  the  beautiful
waterfall on the Glentui River.

Grade: EasyMod

Closes: 30 Nov

Map: BW22 

Approx: $15

Weekend 2-3 December 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
judychris@xnet.co.nz

Croesus Hut: The Croesus Track is a loop track running from the
Smoke-ho car park near Blackball  up a bush covered valley to
overnight at the 16 bunk Ces Clark hut which has great views of
the  Grey  Valley.  It’s  is  a  beautiful  4  -  5  hour  walk  into  the
landscape of the Paparoa Ranges. There is plenty of evidence of
the local  gold mining heritage,  and a variety  of  vegetation and
wildlife. There will be time to look around the old gold stamping
battery and an opportunity to watch the sun set over the Tasman
Sea, if the weather permits. The Croesus Track is one of the few
pack tracks on the West Coast that ascends over 1000 m above
sea  level,  and  its  high  points  provide  excellent  views  of  the
Southern Alps and the sea. The walk out on Sunday will be via the
skyline ridge route and then down through the bush via a hunter’s
track to the Smoke-ho car park. It’s an ideal tramp for people new
to overnight tramping. 7 am departure

Grade: Moderate - 
easy pace

29th Nov

Map: BT19 BT20 

Approx: $45+Hut 
Fee

Weekend 2-3 December 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Bernhard Parawa 337 3125 

Paske  Saddle:  Leave  at  6.30  pm  on  Friday  and  proceed  to
Fowler Hut. Saturday head up the Clarence river to Paske Saddle.
On Sunday return to Lake Tennyson and home.

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 23 Nov

Map: BS24 BT24 

Approx: $30 + hut 
fees
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Sunday 3 December Leader: Michael Hammond
02108414764 

Rabbit hill:  Rabbit Hill is a regular CTC target, the last knoll on
the  ridge  stretching  south  west  from Porters  Pass,  just  before
climbing up to the Big Ben Range proper. The intended route is to
ascend to Trig M from SH73 and then to traverse along to Rabbit
Hill.  The return  will  be  along the  shores of  Lake Lyndon.  May
involve a car shuttle

Grade: Easy

Closes: 30 Nov

Map: BX21 

Approx: $20

Wednesday 6 December Club Night

Te  Araroa  Trail  -  North  Island:  Stefan  Fairweather,  a  42  year  old  resident  of
Christchurch walked the 3000km Te Araroa trail between February and May this year. He
started at Cape Reinga on February 1st and made Wellington 56 days later. After a brief
period of  R&R in the capital,  he headed over to  Picton and spent  the next  42 days
walking to Bluff. Aside from some food parcels sent ahead, a few dollars on his EFTPOS
card and a very supportive wife, Stefan did the walk completely self supported. In this
two-part talk, he will first talk about the many joys of planning such a walk. This required
the purchase of toys such as a food dehydrator, and a packraft from the USA which he
used on the Northland estuaries and Whanganui River. He will talk about the highlights of
his  two-month North Island odyssey including the kauri  forests of  the north,  Pureora
forest in the Waikato,  the Whanganui  River and the Tararua Ranges. Stefan will  talk
about the South Island section of his Te Araroa walk on March 21st, 2018.

Saturday 9 December Leader: Lorraine Poole 332 2864
candl.poole@gmail.com

Mt Bruce:  The trip starts at Cora Lynn and follows the Lagoon
Saddle Track up through beech forest, out onto open tussock up
to Lagoon Saddle. From the saddle, ascend a steep poled route
up to Mt Bruce (1,630 m). Great views from the top with 1,000 m
height gain. From there we descend into Broad Stream and pick
up a track through the bush along the stream, back to Cora Lynn.
This trip would suit people looking to step up from easy/moderate
tramping - not too far, fast or high - just a bit more of a challenge.

Grade: Moderate - 
easy pace

Closes: 7 Dec

Map: BV20 

Approx: $25

Weekend 9-10 December Leader: Bill Johnson 022 049 3453
bill@billjohnson.nz

Alma in the Two Thumb Range:  Via Mesopotamia an eastern
approach will be made with a sneaky summit approach from the
south. Alma poses no major challenges for a moderate-hard level
tramper,  but  there  is  an  energetic  walk  up  Alma  stream.
Assurances of a 5 star campsite have been made! Helmet and ice
axe required, 4WD welcome.

Grade: Mod/Hard

Closes: 30 Nov

Map: BX17 BX18

Approx: $50
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Sunday 10 December Leader: Michael Hammond
02108414764 

Hallelujah  Flat:  Just  upstream  of  the  bridge  near  Andrews
Shelter, a marked track begins on the true left and climbs through
open scrub to the beech forests above. It continues to climb but
then  meanders  across  regular  side  creeks,  while  generally
keeping much to the same contour. Eventually it rejoins Andrews
stream at Hallelujah flat which is a lovely open space where we
can have lunch and enjoy the scenery

Grade: Easy

Closes: 7 Dec

Map: BV21 

Approx:

Sunday 10 December 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Alan Ross 384-6425 

River Crossing Course:  Undertaking a river crossing course is
the closest thing we have in the CTC to a compulsory training
course, in NZ everyone heading to the hills, even easy day tramps
needs to have good river crossing skills and more importantly the
skill  to  decide  not  to  cross!  With  a  large  number  of  our  new
members  from overseas  where  river  crossing  skills  are  almost
entirely absent this course is a ’must do’ for these members. Again
get your name down on the list as this course fills fast and places
are limited. You need a weekend pack at least 15kg in weight. You
must be a current member to come on the course. Approx 1pm to
4 pm. Depart 12.45 pm

Grade: Training

Closes: 7 Dec

Map:  

Approx:

Wednesday 13 December Club Night

End  of  Year  Christmas  Party  /Last  Meeting  for  2017:  Yes  folks  another  year  of
glorious tramping has flown by, and tonight it’s the Annual Christmas Party and the last
social function of the year. Warwick will  be opening the clubroom at 6.00pm, there is
plenty of seating, toilets, and a good kitchen with an oven and microwave. Members are
asked to bring a potluck /plate to share, and refreshments of their choice. I’ll make a non-
alcoholic punch and tea and coffee as usual. Suggestions are salads, pastas, savories,
club sandwiches,  cheese & biscuits,  chips & dips and nibbles,  scones with  jam and
cream, Christmas tarts (of the edible kind) Christmas cake, chocolate cake, bacon and
egg  pie,  chocolate  pudding,  fresh  fruit  salad,  dainty  cakes,  mousses  (not  mouses!),
Tararua  biscuits  etc...and  don’t  forget  to  wear  something  Christmassy!  Any  Secret
Santa’s  out  there,  please  dress  up  and  come  along!  Family  of  members  are  most
welcome to attend too. The projector is available for use. So come along, catch up with
your tramping buddies and start planning next years trips - See you there!
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Saturday 16 December Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Lake  Rubicon  and  beyond:  Out  west  past  Springfield,  this
pleasant day tramp starts next to the homestead on Brookesdale
Station and leads in over rolling farmland, on up the valley to the
little  gem  that  is  Lake  Rubicon,  nestled  in  the  foothills  of  the
Torlesse Range. We then follow a track up the valley for a short
distance,  then  down  the  Rubicon  River  to  a  4WD track  which
takes us through some farm paddocks back to the cars.

Grade: Easy

Closes: 14 Dec

Map: BW21 

Approx: $20

Weekend 16-17 December 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Eric Skea skea.eric@gmail.com

Mt Armstrong,  Carrington Peak:  Stay Friday night  in  Arthur’s
Pass. On Saturday, gain Waimakariri Col via the Rolleston River,
climb  Mt  Armstrong,  and  stay  in  Waimakariri  Falls  Hut.  On
Sunday, either climb Carrington Peak or enjoy a lie-in, then walk
out to Klondyke Corner.

Grade: Hard

Closes: 7 Dec

Map: BV20 

Approx: $35 + hut 
fees

Sunday 17 December Leader: Michael Hammond
02108414764 

Foggy Peak:  The plan is to park at the top of Porters pass, get
out of the cars and head uphill at a nice easyish pace. 800m of
climb for the fantastic views awaiting us from the top. A chance to
look across the peaks which comprise the Torlesse range and plot
your assault on them.

Grade: Easy/Mod

Closes: 14 Dec

Map: BW21 

Approx:

Long Weekend 23-26 December Leader: Elizabeth Eadon Co-Leader Noel
Walker - noelw08@gmail.com 03

3764453 drelizabethmej@gmail.com

The Nuns Veil: We will be taking advantage of 4 days off work to
go  adventuring  somewhere.  Weather  will  dictate  destination.
There’s the possibility of boating across Tasman Lake to access
the mountains and climb The Nuns Veil. There will be a fee for this
option. Glacier travel skills will be needed. Contact both leaders by
email if you’re interested. Limited to 8 people including leaders

Grade: ModHard

Closes: 14 Dec

Map: BY16 

Approx: $50+Accom
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Multi day trip 26 December-1 January 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Bill Johnson 022 049 3453 

Garden of Eden, Garden of Allah, Climb Mt Farrah, Newton
Peak.:  This is a glacier crossing group camping training trip with
shared meals and gear. From Erewhon Station in Rangitata Valley
we’ll  head as far  up the Clyde as we can go in the 4X4s and
access the Garden via Perth Col. Grade Moderate Hard but let the
trip leader know if you have limited snow skills. The grade reflects
the glacier travel  skills  needed, may also need rope and belay
skllls  to  achieve  the  peaks.  The  pace  will  not  be  fast,  and
hopefully  much  of  the  riverbed  travel  will  be  covered  in  4x4
vehicles.

Grade: Mod/Hard

Closes: 14 Dec

Map: BW17 
BW18 BX18

Approx: $45

Long Weekend 30 December-2 January Leader: Noel Walker
noelw08@gmail.com 

Gizeh Col to Mt Harper traverse: Head up the Waimakariri river
to Anti Crow Hut the head south up the Anti Crow River to camp
high, somewhere near Gizeh Col. Explore the area to see if ridge
or glacier travel would be best way to head towards Greenlaw Col
and  Mt  Speight  then  on  to  Mt  Harper.  Out  via  Camp Spur  to
Carrington Hut. Contact leader via email

Grade: ModHard 
(requires 
snow skills)

Closes: 21 Dec

Map: BV20 

Approx: $35

Wednesday 10 January Club Night

No meeting tonight.: No meeting as many people will still be away on holiday, hopefully
completing epic tramps...

Saturday 13 January Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Pinchgut Hut: This is a well appointed hut in behind Mt Thomas
with a nice track, making an easier end of easy/moderate tramp.
There is a crossing of the Okuku River at the start of the track so
you could wear old shoes or sandals for this, changing into boots
for  the walk,  Which  is  mainly  in  beech forest.  Look forward to
lunch  at  the  hut  before  returning  the  same way.  Return  trip  5
hours, 12kms.

Grade: EasyMod

Closes: 11 Jan

Map: BW23 

Approx: $20

Weekend 13-14 January 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Andrew Tromans 337-3925 

Celtic Peak: Leave Friday night and stay somewhere near Twizel.
Saturday  morning  we  drive  to  the  road  end,  do  a  short  climb
(650m) over the ridge to Top Dingle Burn hut where we drop the
heavy gear. With day packs we charge up on to the Huxley range,
climb  the  peak  and  drop  back  down  in  to  the  Dingle  burn  to
complete a loop. Stay at the hut on Saturday night followed by a
leisurely return to Christchurch on Sunday

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 4 Jan

Map: BZ13 BZ14 

Approx: $45
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Weekend 13-14 January 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Bill Johnson 022 049 3453 

St James Cycle Trail (mountain bike): This is a moderate grade
cycle  track  that  can  easily  be  done  as  a  loop  in  2  days  from
Christchurch. You do not need a full suspension bike to do this trip
- front suspension only is fine. Depart Z Station 8am for Maling
Pass Carpark. Day 1 to Pool Hut, Day 2 to St James Homestead
and back to the cars along the road.

Grade:

EasyMod/M
TB

Closes: 4 Jan

Map: BT24 

Approx: approx $40

Wednesday 17 January

New Years’ Catch-Up Evening: This is the first meeting of the New Year. Come along
for a catch-up, and show your Xmas and New Year tramping photos. If I’m away the club
laptop will be available, or you can bring your own laptop.

Weekend 20-21 January 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Bernhard Parawa 337 3125 

Townsend Hut:  One of the great trips to a stunning location on
the west coast. Walk up the Taramakau river before climbing up to
the hut on a prominent alpine scarp. Stay up to watch the sun set
over the Tasman Sea. On Sunday walk out past Mt Koeti and drop
back down near lake Kaurapataka. A must do trip.

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 11 Jan

Map: BU20 BU21
BV21

Approx: $35

Sunday 21 January Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Rhyolite  Ridge/Bus  Stop  Overhang/Woolshed  Creek  Hut
Circuit: This gives us a varied trip in the Mt Somers Conservation
Area. Starting at the Woolshed Creek carpark, a 400 m climb up
the Rhyolite Ridge to the Mt Somers Walkway which we follow up
to the Bus Stop Overhang and down to Woolshed Creek Hut. This
section of the route takes in dynamic scenery with regenerating
mountain  beech,  within  a  landscape  of  deep  pools,  waterfalls,
rocky tors and canyons. From the hut we follow the Miners Track
back  to  the  carpark  through  open  grassland  and  Subalpine
herbfield. On the way visit the old coal mine workings. Please note
earlier start time.

Grade: Moderate - 
easy pace

Closes: 18 Jan

Map: BX19 

Approx: $25
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Wednesday 24 January Club Night

Summer BBQ at The Groynes, 6 pm: Come to our annual Summer BBQ - shifted from
the traditional harried and chilly December to the (hopefully) relaxed, warm and balmy
month of January. Tonight we will be meeting at The Groynes, off John’s Road for our
New Years’ BBQ. Start time is 6.00pm. You can google a map of the Groynes which
shows the various picnic areas. Meet at the 2E Picnic Area, a lovely grassed area beside
the stream with shelter and shade. We won’t book an area but there are plenty of picnic
tables and spots in this vicinity if 2E is taken. There are toilets and drinking water on the
drive in but best to bring water. Follow the signs to the Recreation Lake. Picnic Area 2E is
just across the bridge, access is off the left-hand car park. There are 3 picnic tables
situated beside the stream. We will need BBQ’s, tables and chairs, so please contact
either me, Steve Bruerton or Chris McGimpsy if you can help with these items. Please
bring  your  snaggers,  steaks,  chops,  salads  etc,  the  usual  liquid  refreshments  and
plates/cups/utensils. Energetic people can walk some of the Otukaikino Track beforehand
to work up a thirst! If you plan on biking, there is a new cycle path on the south side of
John’s Road. It starts near the turn-off to Willowbank and takes you to The Groynes turn-
off. Hope to see lots of members there! Let me know if you need a lift and I’ll arrange
transport. (Please note that the club rooms won’t be open tonight). Kay

Sunday 28 January 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Eric Skea skea.eric@gmail.com

Aicken-Blimit-Cassidy traverse: We’ll go up the Mt Aicken track,
then  follow  the  long  ridge  that  encloses  the  Devils  Punchbowl
Creek  catchment,  taking  in  Mt  Aicken,  Blimit  and  Mt  Cassidy.
Descend to where we started via Cons Track. This trip involves
rock scrambling and some exposure (grade 2 in the guidebook).
Take plenty of water. Helmet required, let the leader know if you
need to hire a club one (free of charge). The trip is best in dry
weather; if it’s wet, we’ll come up with an alternative.

Grade: ModHard

Closes: 25 Jan

Map: BV20 

Approx: $30

Wednesday 31 January Club Night

Newletter Folding Evening: Newsletter folding, Lightning talk and general catch-up with
refreshments as per usual.

Long Weekend 2-6 February 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Bill Johnson 022 049 3453 

Mt  Tapuae-o-Uenuku  (Tappy)  and  Mt  Alarm  via  Clarence
River: Waitangi Day 2018 is Tues Feb 6th offering an opportunity
to  get  2  great  peaks outside of  the Southern Alps in  one long
weekend.  Hopefully  the  Kaikoura Rd will  be open and we can
head to Dee Hut Fri Feb 2 6pm Z Station Papanui Rd. Might need
snow skills

Grade: Moderate - 
easy pace

Closes: 25 Jan

Map: BS27 

Approx: $55
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Saturday 3 February Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Lake Georgina / Mt Georgina / Red Lakes: Situated in the alpine
Lake Coleridge basin tussockland area. We first skirt around the
edge of Lake Georgina and up to Point 825 for some good views
of the lake. Climb up to Mt Georgina (944m ), and then descend
through open scrub country To visit  Red Lakes.  Follow a 4WD
track out to the Lyndon Road. The trip will involve a car shuffle.

Grade: Easy/Mod

Closes: 1 Feb

Map: BW20 

Approx: $25

Long Weekend 3-6 February 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Leader needed 

Toaroha River - Bluff Hut - Frew Saddle: A highly recommended
trip to a stunning area of true West coast bush and Southern Alps.
We’ve had requests for this trip to be run and its well worth doing.
Waitangi day falls on a Tuesday this year so you can do this at a
solid moderate pace and enjoy yourself. Anyone keen to lead this
one please let me know

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 25 Jan

Map:  

Approx: approx $50

Wednesday 7 February

Free Evening: Free evening for club members to talk about New Years’ exploits in the
hills. Please let me know if you want to talk.

Wednesday 14 February

Free Evening so far: Free evening for club members to talk about New Years’ exploits in
the hills. Please let me know if you want to talk.

Wednesday 21 February

Achives NZ - Maps: Tonight Chris Adam, the Chief Archivist for Archives NZ, is talking
about the maps and resources held in the Christchurch branch of Archives NZ which will
be of interest to trampers and explorers.
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Multi day trip 11-19 June 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Barry Watson 021668895
bazzaman7@gmail.com

YOU’RE INVITED: Tour du Mont Blanc Trek 2018 - A trip of a
lifetime:  Nestled  among  arguably  the  most  stunning  alpine
scenery in Europe, the Tour du Mont Blanc trail is a must-do 9-11
day tramp that’s worthy of a high rank on your bucket list. Winding
through the picturque alps of Switzerland, France and Italy, this
170 km trek is an amazing experience you will  never forget.  If
tramping  sometime next  June  -  July  with  other  CTC members
through  unbelievable  postcard  views  tickles  your  adventurous
juices, please send me a quick email to bazzaman7@gmail.com
and  I’ll  send  you  further  information.  Numbers  are  limited,  so
please reply ASAP. Here’s a short video that will give you a taste
of  what  you  could  expect  to  experience  on  the  Tour  du  Mont
Blanc, https://youtu.be/mIyAqOFBM70

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 31 May

Map:  

Approx: $TBA

Trip Reports

28 October 2017

28 October 2017: Mt Storm - No, Tarn Hut

Bill had a trip planned for an ascent of Mount Storm, behind Ashley Gorge. Eight hundred
meters ascent,  quite  short  so a possible  loop trip  to  add some interest  and distance.
Unfortunately on Friday evening Bill got the news that we hadn’t been able to get consent
we needed to cross private land, so he hatched an alternative plan to go to Tarn Hut. This
is in the same general area, 12 Km northeast of Mt Storm. So off we went, picking up
another tramper in Oxford, 17 in total. 

It’s quite a long drive on a gravel road to the start point of the track, where we encountered
the first obstacle. The first 3.3 KM of the track is a rugged-looking four wheel drive drive
track, and my Nissan La Festa is a ground-hugging town car.  However faced with the
prospect of an additional two hours walking on a flat boring road, I was game to drive in as
far as I could. It was a bit hairy, and involved a bit of cross-country driving to get around
some deep ruts, but I managed to avoid all the rock and didn’t bottom out at all, which is
more than I can say for driving on the actual road. It took 20 minutes, which is a lot better
than the hour it would have taken to walk it, plus the horrible hour at the end of the walk. 
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We were walking by 10:30, a pleasant enough stroll along Rakahuri (Ashley River) and
then  had  to  cross  the  Lilburne  river.  Not  a  challenging  crossing  at  all  all,  but  it  was
definitely a “feet wet” event. Shortly after this we started the relentless uphill plod to Pt
1250, not steep, but it’s just up up up without any flat bits. On a warm day it was rather
enervating, and I was stopping frequently to take a breather. Barry was slower than me,
but I suspect he was saving his energy so he could lead the downhill charge later in the
day. One of the benefits of the uphill is of course that the scenery starts to change, and we
had great view of Rakahuri  and the Lees Valley behind us, and the Puketeraki Range
beside and ahead. 

At one of the stops I heard Bryce asking for bootlaces. Sure, I have spares. Handed them
over and they went to Aaron, whose boots looked like they were well-tied. When I asked
why bootlaces were required, it turned out that the waistband on his pack had broken, and
the laces were to be a substitute. So I reached into my pack and hauled out a flat tie-down
strap that happened to be the same width as the broken waistband, and a much better
substitute. I may be carrying a heavy pack, but it’s got some jolly useful stuff in it. 

After Pt 1250 the terrain levelled out somewhat and we walked along the ridge to Tarn hut
at about 1273m elevation for a well-earned rest. Now the time came to decide which way
to head home. My map was called for – luckily I’d printed quite an area beyond the original
planned trip, and Tarn hut was right at the top edge, although part of the onward track was
missing. Nevertheless there was enough for a plan to be formed. We would do a loop by
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Lorraine crossing the Lilburne River. Photo: John Kerkhofs



descending the ridge from Lilburne Hill to Rakahuri and then walk along the river to our
original departure point. I’m fairly sure I heard Bill proclaim it to be “downhill all the way”. 

Lilburne Hill is 1405m, and the hut is 1273m. I don’t need to do the math for you. It was an
easy climb though, and from the summit it was downhill all the was – seriously so. There is
a track of sorts, and there are cunningly hidden markers, but the track is not shown on the
topo map, so I believe that this is more of what DOC refers to as a poled route. Quote from
DOC’s website:  Standard:  Track unformed and natural,  may be rough,  muddy or  very
steep. Not a lot of mud but it certainly ticks all the other boxes. Tussock gave way to scrub
and rocks, and then to trees. Unformed was a pretty fair assessment, and if it hadn’t been
for the markers it would certainly have been considered bush-bashing. 

After a knee-wrenching descent we reached Rakiura and some quite flat terrain. Nearly
home! Except that the GPS showed me that a straight line to the cars was over 6km, so
that worked out to easily two hours of walking. I guessed that would have us at the cars at
about 18:30, and I was spot-on. 

I successfully navigated the four-wheel drive track again, unfortunately running into a rock
that I hadn’t noticed sneaking into my blind spot while I was looking at another obstacle.
The car stopped when the wheel hit  the rock, sot is didn’t go underneath and do any
damage. The matagouri that I drove through on the cross-country part of the drive has left
some scratches on the paintwork, but since I never wash the car I’ll never see them, so no
harm done. 

The rest of the long drive out of Lees Valley (50 minutes!) passed without incident, until
eventually we got to Oxford and couldn’t find the pub that was on the main street. The
GPS had no idea where it was either, so Barry asked for directions from some young guys
who were sitting in a front yard. Yes, we’re men and we DO ask for directions. “Just keep
driving a bit further, it’s just before the 100Km sign. And so it was. We gave up too early. 

It was already eight o’clock when we reached the pub, so dinner was definitely required,
unfortunately delayed because it was busy, and also due to a miscount of the number of
Battered Blue Cods that were ordered, mine arriving after all the others had finished their
meals. Finally on the road to Christchurch again, arriving back at the original departure
point  at  10  o’clock.  It  was a very long and exhausting  day,  but  a  wonderful  tramping
experience in a beautiful environment. I believe that it was enjoyed by all, except possibly
a bit less by Travis who got some nasty blisters on his feet. Thanks to Bill for organising
this trip; job well done, and especially so since the original plan had to be scrapped at
short notice. 

PS - Some statistics for those who are interested. At the end of the trip my GPS showed
23.0 Km walked, but when I downloaded the track it had shrunk to 21.9 Km. I have no idea
why it does that. We were on the track for just over 8 hours, with actual walking time just
under 6 hours. Cumulative elevation change was 1208m. The last pictures show the path
we walked, and the speed and elevation over time. Look the how steep that descent was! 

From Bryce’s post I have a list of the participants - Thanks Bryce. 

Bill Johnson (leader), Lorraine Poole, Barry Watson, John Kerkhofs, Travis Bryden, Elaine
Booker, Katherine King, Monika Bratownik, Zack Williams, Mark Watson, Amedeo Servi,
Rose  Laing,  Pip  Hawkes,  Andrew  Ecker,  Aaron  from  Oxford,  Kate  Taylor  and  Bryce
Williamson. 
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4 November 2017

Craigieburn Ski Field

We headed out from the usual place for Prebble Hill, stopping in Springfield to pick up
another group of trampers. During the usual chat as we drove along, I heard Jonathan
mention that we’d be walking under beech trees. I though that a bit odd, as I was pretty
certain that there were no trees where we were going. I also hadn’t noticed that the convoy
had already passed any likely starting point for a walk up Prebble Hill, so clearly I wasn’t
paying full attention that morning. It turned out that we hadn’t been able to get permission
to cross the farmland to get to Prebble Hill, so we were going to Craigieburn Valley Ski-
field instead. I’d certainly missed hearing that earlier on. No problem though, all I had to do
was to follow the blue car, so I didn’t really need to know where the destination was. Once
again the map I’d printed was just large enough that it included the new destination. 

We parked up at the Craigieburn camp-site, just off SH73, and the group set off up the hill.
Before  long  we  started  seeing  clearings  in  the  forest  giving  magnificent  views  of  the
Craigieburn range. Just under an hour’s steady climb saw us at the Lyndon Saddle for a
welcome break. There was a short downhill before climbing again to the Craigieburn Valley
ski-field, but at a gentler gradient. As we walked onto one of the scree slopes a stong wind
suddenly came up, and a red hat from the group ahead of me went tumbling down the
slope. Nobody chased after it, and I wasn’t too keen to have to climb back up the scree, so
it looked like the hat was a goner. I joined the advance group on the other side of the scree
where we waited for the rest of the group to catch up. We were surprised to see Travis
bringing the red hat with him – obviously he’s got youth and enthusiasm on his side, and
the hat was reunited with its grateful owner. 

It wasn’t much further to the ski-field, so we carried on to there for lunch, meeting a party
of mountain-bikers as we got there. We’d encountered a few bikes on the narrow track, but
with the number at the ski-field it was just as well we hadn’t met them further down the
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Jonathan, Travis, Barney and Kay crossing the scree



track where it’s not so easy to pass. We ate lunch sheltering behind the buildings to get out
of the increasingly stronger wind. There was a hint of rain, which was not unexpected, but
it didn’t really amount to much. It  was time to get jackets out, though, because it was
starting to get cold. 

Heading back down the same track after lunch, the wind continued and was an ever-
increasing threat to hats that weren’t firmly anchored. Walking under the trees brought
some relief, and as we descended the temperature rose. Back at the Lyndon Saddle there
was the option of a side trip up Helicopter Hill, only 500 steepish metres, so a number of
us went up for a look. At the top it was very windy, but the views were well worth the extra
effort. 

Downhill all the way back to the cars from Helicopter Hill, heading for Springfield and the
Yello Shack Café for a coffee. Unfortunately they close at 16:00, way too early for us. Don’t
they do summer hours? Never mind, the Sheffield Pub isn’t  far,  and they do excellent
burgers, so that suits me just fine. The best beer they have is Monteith’s Original, so it’s
not perfect, but she’s a hard road finding the perfect pub. 

The expedition was led by Mike Newlove, and the other trampers in no particular order
were Rose Laing, Kay Taylor, Matt Taylor, Caroline Franks, Archie Franks, Barry Watson,
Andrew Ecker, Elaine Booker, Jonathan Carr, Barney Stephenson, Travis Brydon, Carol
whose surname I didn’t get, and finally me, who didn’t make it onto my list and thereby
caused  puzzlement  when  I  couldn’t  figure  out  who  the  fourteenth  tramper  was.  The
omission was discovered when somebody helpfully suggested “Did you include yourself?”
Duh! 

Statistics  for  those  who  care:  &lt;ul&gt;  &lt;li&gt;Distance  covered  15.2  Km&lt;/li&gt;
&lt;li&gt;Total  time:  5h50m  with  resting  time  of  1h54m.  Clearly  we  weren’t  in  a
hurry.&lt;/li&gt;  &lt;li&gt;Starting  elevation  810m&lt;/li&gt;  &lt;li&gt;Min  elevation
787m&lt;/li&gt;  &lt;li&gt;Max  elevation  1304m&lt;/li&gt;  &lt;li&gt;Cumulative  ascent
1102m&lt;/li&gt;  &lt;li&gt;Craigieburn  Valley  Ski-field  1285m&lt;/li&gt;  &lt;li&gt;Helicopter
Hill 1260m&lt;/li&gt; &lt;/ul&gt; 

 

14 November 2017

Introducing Walkers to Tramping

They said they would have been happy to spend their 3 weeks in NZ in Christchurch just
seeing  us  after  work  but  when  Noel  was  planning  his  parent’s  trip  he  sniffed  the
opportunity for adventure and holiday.  An airbed was purchased to provide some relative
luxury to the car camping trip, at least it seemed that way in comparison to the typical CTC
adventures  that  involved  carrying  lightweight  camping  equipment  up  a  mountain  with
meals of dehydrated food.  Karen and Jim Walker, Noel’s parents, weren’t convinced but
were uncomplaining in our persistence with the plan.  They were undeterred by late night
tent pitching and early mornings to pack tents before rain showers.  Or perhaps they are
just very accustomed to Noel’s determination? 

After  rain  showers  in  Moeraki  and  Dunedin  our  trip  to  Fiordland  was  blessed  with
wonderful bluebird skies and warm sunshine.  The unexpected sight of a pod of dolphins
with their young was produced an elation that lasted even until the morning after, the day
of our tramp.  We wanted to walk to Lake Marian but this wasn’t to be.  Even if the path
hadn’t been washed away we wouldn’t have been successful as Karen was beset with
vertigo even at the thought of a swing bridge  so we came up with a plan B.  Aiming to get
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tramping quickly and avoid using the car we set off from the Lower Hollyford Road up the
Pass Creek track.  The map showed a straightforward track gradually climbing up to Lake
Howden Hut where we could enjoy our picnic before deciding either to return the same
way or make a loop circuit back to the car. 

So the 4 of us set off, Noel and me, regular trampers and runners;  Karen and Jim, retirees
who swim daily, walking to and from the pool.  Noel has taken his parents hiking in the UK
in the past.  The last time was on a trip to Snowdonia in North Wales in 2012.  Snowdon,
or Yr Wyddfa in Welsh, at 1085m is the highest mountain in Great Britain outside of the
Scottish Highlands.  It  has been a popular tourist  destination since Victorian times.  In
1896 a narrow gauge rack and pinion railway was built to allow visitors to be carried the
4.75 miles (7.7km) from Llanberis (178m) to the summit where they could visit the pub! 
The first building on the summit of Snowdon was erected in 1838.  It sold refreshments
and, from 1845, intoxicating liquor!  You can still buy a pint of beer, a pie and a flushing
toilet at the top in the fancy building that stands there now just a few steps from the summit
cairn - a permanent structure with a brass marker on top.  On a clear day the views are
outstanding overlooking the imposing Crib Goch ridge, down to the Pass of Llanberis and
across to the Irish Sea and Anglesey.  In 2012, the Walkers were not so lucky with the
weather and the summit was clagged in.  They chose to enjoy the marvellous Victorian
engineering and travelled by train to the summit.  They could barely see each other at the
summit and, having received incorrect advice to descend with the train tracks on their
right, accidentally took the wrong ridge off the summit.  Their trip was more exciting and
longer than expected as they tackled fences, startled sheep and crossed streams on their
way back to the right track.  Tales of this trip have become family legend. 

The track took us through Fiordland beech forest.  The songs of Bellbirds, Fantails and
Grey Warblers accompanied us as our  path gently  climbed the hill.  There was much
comment about the beauty of the forest and the diversity and size of the ferns and fungi.  
But it wasn’t long before the path became boggy, uneven and deeply rutted.  Concerned
for what might lie ahead we offered the option to retreat and find the start of the Routeburn
Track that was only a short journey away.  The Walkers insisted that they were quite happy
to continue, possibly slightly enjoying the backcountry feel of the track knowing that most
tourists in Fiordland stick to well maintained tracks.  The backcountry feel increased with
the incline, especially as we lost the track amid wind fallen trees that were straddled and
crawled under whilst trying to avoid bush lawyer and wild rose branches.  We stopped for
lunch in the dappled sunshine before our progress was slowed two or three times more by
wind fall.  Jim was interested to know where we were on the map I was able to give him a
vague idea but explained that none of the switch backs in the path were represented on
the map.  I explained how the NZ Topomaps aren’t as detailed as the 1:25000 Ordnance
Survey maps we’re used to in the UK.  “You don’t now where we are?” said a concerned
Karen.  “This is like Snowdon all over again!” 

As the path levelled off we tramped through denser bush and forest that prevented us from
straying away from the path, even when we wanted to avoid the mud.  Looks like just a
slightly boggy bit, we thought.  Should be fine.  But as trampers know, what looks like it
might be just surface mud from recent rain can compress quickly under foot, revealing calf
deep bog that can topple the unsuspecting.  And so it did!  Luckily it wasn’t too smelly and
Karen, ever cheerful, just kept smiling and plodding on. 

I should know by now that it’s best to exaggerate the distance to the destination, and not to
say things like “there’s just a short flat bit before the hut”.  Turns out, Jim’s idea of a short
bit  is  shorter  than  mine.  Luckily  the  roof  of  the  Lake  Howden  Hut  was  spotted  just
moments after Jim was heard muttering “Where is this bloody hut?!”.  There was sufficient
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breeze to enjoy the view of the Lake and the hut without too many sandflies.  From here
Jim, Karen and Noel took the Routeburn track to The Divide and I retraced our steps to do
the car shuffle.  I’m pleased to report that the Walkers weren’t broken.  I talked them about
the trip for this report which was described as ‘the worst thing we’ve ever encountered’
(Jim) ’but exhilarating and enjoyable’ (Karen).  They both agree that going up was better
than going down, which was a bit of a trudge as there was nothing to distract from the
walking.  They were still feeling adventurous enough to try kayaking at Okarito on the West
Coast but we think the next tramp will be a stroll around Quail Island.  

Trip stats: 5.8km with 584m elevation gain.  Times undisclosed by request.  A pleasant part
day walk 

Trampers: Noel Walker, James Walker, Karen Walker and Elizabeth Eadon (scribe)

17 November 2017

A Ramble Along the Crater Rim

Friday was a public holiday, and there were no CTC day trips schedules, so I thought I’d
go  for  a  ramble  along  the  Crater  Rim.  I  posted  my  intentions  in  the  CTC group  on
Facebook and four others thought that it sounded like a good idea and joined me. 

We started off from the end of the summit road under the Gondola at Mt Cavendish, so the
car did all  the hard climbing – mind you, we still managed a cumulative ascent of 685
metres, so it wasn’t just a stroll in the park. The first leg of the walk took us below the Mt
Pleasant Bluffs to to anti-aircraft gun emplacements. The weather was rather cloudy at
first, so the light wasn’t spectacular, by the red lichen on the bluffs still looked stunning. We
returned on the city side over Tauhinukorokio (Mt Pleasant), ending up back at the start
point after about two hours walking. Way too early for lunch, but we still had a leisurely
break. 

Stage two was to walk along the top of The Tors, with a possible off-track diversion on the
spur over Motukauatiiti (Cass Bay). The clouds continued to clear as we walked, and when
we got to the sour everybody was keen to walk out to the end. In my mind this was an off-
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On the Motukauatiiti spur looking over Whakaraupo. Te Ahu Patiki (Mt Herbert) on the left.



track  walk,  but  clearly  since id  last  been there  many others  had had the  same idea,
because there a very well-worn track almost to the end. That doesn’t alter the fact that the
views are great, and it’s a nice spot for lunch. 

From the end of the spur there is a good view of the harbour side of The Tors, so we could
see clearly where we were headed next. The track is less obvious here, but it’s still pretty
well-walked. We rounded the western end of The Tors and worked our way onto the top
and wandered back to the market post above Tihiokahukura (Castle Rock) for great views
over the city and Pegasus Bay. 

From here we made our way back to the Crater Rim Walkway and then retraced our steps
to the car, but this time passing under Mt Cavendish instead of over the top. Back to The
Watershed for a coffee and that was the day pretty much taken care of. 

The walkers accompanying me (John Kerkhofs, leader and scribe) were Elli Bargneusch,
Anna Gruczynska, Sumit Anand, and Symon Holmes.

17-19 November 2017

Hokitika Gorges and Diedrichs Range traverse

&lt;p&gt;Two hardy souls left Christchurch early on Friday of Show Weekend to tackle one
of the more obscure routes in the reaches of the Hokitika. By 11 we had hidden a bicycle
at the Toaroha roadend and started walking into the Hokitika. At the cableway just before
Rapid Creek Hut we left the main track and headed for Serpentine Hut. What follows was
a 6 hour walk through some prime gorge(ous) country,  with some very steep ups and
downs to avoid the many gorges. It has to be said that the trackwork by Andrew Buglass
and co (permolat) to Serpentine Hut is of the highest standard. Given the steepness of the
landscape,  constant  landsliding  and  an  active  river,  having  put  such  a  track  in  is  a
tremendous achievement! They provided ropes as handhelds at very steep sections and
even signposted the scenic viewpoints. And there are plenty of spectacular drop-offs and
deep  gorges,  including  waterfalls,  to  admire  (really  no  comparison  to  the  well-known
Hokitika Gorge). We reached the hut by evening, exhausted, and relaxed in the two deck
chairs overlooking the river valley.
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The next day came and we were ready to approach the most difficult objective of the trip –
climbing up Serpentine Creek onto the Diedrichs Range. It  had been done before but
usually downhill, and, generally, the route had received some patchy reviews (the latest
one in the hut book was quite positive though). We expected some gnarly uphill  bush
bashing through some typical Westcoast forest and scrub to avoid the many waterfalls. On
the upside we hoped for a easier route assessment facing uphill. In the end we got it all –
forest too dense to see your own feet in, eye-poking scrub, and wet and slippery creek
scrambles. But, honestly, it could have been much worse, although it was hard work. We
eventually reached the alpine meadows after  lunchtime with a wonderful  view into the
upper Serpentine Creek basin. At 4 o’clock we reached the highest points of the range and
Hanno (who, irritatingly, had some energy left to spend) climbed Mt. O’Connor while I was
happy with Pt. 1794 (aren’t we all numbers?). Following the broadening ridge north we
came across some of the remains of the old Jumble Top Bivy. To give the old hut ghosts
some company, we camped close by and crawled into our sleeping bags by sunset. Up
with the sun, our last day saw some steeper ridge travel towards Jumble Top in the north,
although we avoided the only real tricky and exposed section (aka very very dangerous)
by  clever  use  of  some  snowy  scree  shoots  (credit  for  this  cleverness  goes  again  to
permolat). After enjoying the magnificent views, we dropped down into the valley to Cedar
Flats using the permolat-maintained Squall Peak track. Despite the track starting to get
overgrown in places, it is still easy to follow and by 11 we reached Cedar Flats for some
food and rest (nobody of us had the feeling that a bath in the hot pools was really helpful
on such a sunny and hot day). After another rather less eventful three hours, we safely
reached the Toaroha carpark. After chasing away some cows I found my bike, put on a lot
of sunscreen, and set off to pick up my car from the Hokitika Gorge carpark while Hanno
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A rainbow without rain!



was left  to feed the sandflies (note to self:  measure the distance properly next time if
considering a bike-shuffle). We reached Christchurch just after 8 on Sunday after a very
successful and delightful walk (not in the park). Thanks to Hanno for the good company all
around! Hanno also made a short video from this trip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=kgJ196Dhejo.&lt;/p&gt;

17-19 November 2017

Almer Hut - Franz Josef Glacier

Bill delivered some stunning weather. Maybe too much - I think I got a month’s sun in a
day! 

Very warm conditions and soft  snow, but that didn’t stop us getting up onto the upper
Franz neve and to Mt Drummond. The skill and enthusiasm of Eric and Roi coached a
smaller sub group up the final 20m - but everyone got stunning views of the big hills and
the West Coast, plus a taste of slots and crevasses as we descended in the afternoon
heat. 

Thanks Bill for persevering and herding 15 people! 

This weekend we couldn’t really complain about the chopper tourist traffic - we’ve done our
bit for global warming! 

Team: Bill Johnson (leader), David, Monica, Jeremy, Katherine, Annett, Tom, Andy, Tina,
Fernanda, Roi, Eric, Bryce, Natasha, Jonathan 

Plus Josh and Ashleigh who arrived independently. 
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Glacier travel



Photos: Monica, Jonathan, Eric, Bryce 

Trip report by Jonathan

18-19 November 2017

Te Ahu Pātiki and the Packhorse Hut

Barry Watson’s first CTC trip as leader had us climbing Te Ahu Pātiki (Mt Herbert), the
highest  point  on  Banks Peninsula,  and then tramping on to  the  Packhorse hut  in  the
Kaituna Pass to spend the night in tents before returning the same way. 

This was a rather modest affair compared to some of the garagantuan groups I’ve walked
with – the Lake Man Bivvy trip with 22 people springs to mind. We had only five in our
group, but it’s certainly easier to keep track of everybody with such a small group. We all
piled into my car and coaxed it over the hill to the departure point in Te Waipapa (Diamond
Harbour). The start of the track is a rather uninspiring path that had recently been weed-
whacked, but fortunately that soon gave way to open farmland. It was reasonably warm
although cloudy, and the weather forecast had promised clearing skies on Saturday and
sunny weather on Sunday. The farm track is a steady uphill slog with great views over
Whakaraupo (Lyttelton Harbour) and all the surrounding countryside. Even when partially
obscured by clouds it looks pretty good. 

We stopped quite a few times on the way up to catch our breath, and there was a bit of
pack adjustment required as well – Gabby’s borrowed pack was probably a bit too big for
her. Zack certainly led the way by a big margin – he’s got all the energy that I don’t have.
Anyway, the trip was moderate but at an easy pace, and I was determined to keep it as
easy as possible. There were a few breaks in the clouds and it looked good for a while, but
by the time we made the final push to the summit the weather gods decided that we were
not permitted to see the view from the top and draped the summit in cloud. Just to make
sure we didn’t linger they tossed in a light but chilly breeze as well, so we admitted defeat
and carried on another 15 minutes to the shelter that was just under the clouds. 

After a decently long lunch break we were rested enough to tackle the south face of Mt
Bradley and make our way to Kaituna Pass. Despite our leader’s assurance of “it’s all
downhill from here”, it was anything but. Overall it was downhill, but there were plenty of
little climbs along the way. And of course there’s the steepish zigzag section just above the
Kaituna Valley. It’s still not too difficult, and the Packhorse hut came into view quite some
time before we actually reached it. It’s reassuring to see the destination even it it’s still
some distance away. 
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We reached the hut in just under 6 hours and quickly pitched our tents and prepared for
the night. Sunset was still some time off, and it was partially sunny, so we just relaxed for a
while and chilled out while waiting for dinnertime. We did the short walk from the hut to the
Remarkable Dykes, but I couldn’t persuade anyone to join me for an ascent of Pt 570, the
hill west of the hut and above the dykes. It wasn’t as hard as it looked, only about 120m
ascent and worth it for the views. After dinner we did another walk to the east, just a little
way up the lower slopes of Mt Bradley to catch the start of the sunset, after which that we
retired to our tents for the night. 

Overnight the clouds cleared and we woke to a beautiful cloudless day. That meant that it
was going to be warm walking, but the tents were reasonably dry by the time we packed
them away. We timed our departure nicely to ensure that we would make Te Ahu P?tiki at
lunchtime so that we might meet up with the day trip that Michael Hammond was leading
up from Te Waipapa that morning. We dragged ourselves back up the zigzag and along
the south side of Mt Bradley again, and indeed reached the summit for lunch. This time the
gods were kind to us and we enjoyed clear views all around. Towards the end of our long
and relaxed lunch the first party of the day trippers joined us. It must have been pretty hard
walking up that slope in the full sun – I think we were lucky with the clouds the day before. 

We didn’t linger too long after lunch; Zack had already headed down the hill because he
was a bit sunburnt and there is no shade at the top. Since he had a decent head-start, we
thought we’d better get a move on and join him. Everybody was keen to get an ice-cream
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The view from the hut kitchen



in Diamond Harbour and we’d been discussing the treat we’d promised ourselves since
the start of the tramp. We got down the hill pronto and drove to Diamond Harbour to join
the long queue at the ice-cream store. I’m not keen on queuing so I looked around a bit
and realised that there was a café attached to the ice-cream store, and that it sold beer.
Things were looking up. Then I discovered that they have Cassels beer on tap, and no
queue. A half of Cassels APA was a perfect end to the day. Well almost, because we were
still  on  the  far  side  of  the  harbour  and  over  the  Port  Hills,  but  an  hour’s  drive  saw
everybody returned to the various places that they needed to be and we all rejoiced in a
successful and fun overnight trip. 

The  trampers  were  Barry  Watson  (Leader),  Gabby  Chen,  Roseanne  Taurima,  Zack
Williams, and John Kerkhofs (scribe and photographer)
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Yippee - The white ice motorway at last! On Josh Johnson's Tasman Glacier trip. Photo:
Jonathan Carr



More about the CTC

Club Officers

President: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070

Vice President: Shaun Wong 021 234 6847

Secretary: David Selway 03 326 3344

Treasurer:
Natasha 
Sydorenko

0223140684

Club Captain: Alan Ross 384-6425

New Members 
Rep:

Joshua Johnson 0278865868

Day Trip 
Organiser:

Elizabeth Eadon 027 952 2315

Day Trip 
Organiser:

Shaun Wong 021 234 6847

Overnight Trip 
Organiser:

Andrew Tromans 337-3925

Social 
Convenor:

Kay Taylor 03358-4580

Gear Custodian: Bernhard Parawa 337 3125

Editor: Eric Skea 021 0247 5473

Hut Convenor: Steve Bruerton 322-6196

IT Convenor: Nick Edwards 0273656751

Access Officer: Ian Dunn 0212141907

Our Club Hut: In the Arthur’s Pass township, with all the comforts of home including real
showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back
door. A great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please
book and pay before leaving town; the club bank account number is 38-9017-0279838-00
(Kiwibank/Christchurch Tramping Club). Include your name and the words "hut fees" in the
particulars/code/reference fields.  Phone Steve Bruerton  322-6196 for  booking and key
code; or if he’s away, Chris McGimpsey 027 6573070; or if they’re both away, Rex Vink
3525329. Hut fees are $15 member, $15 member's partner,  $20 non-member, $5 kids
under  12.  If  you  find  any  problems  or  maintenance  required,  please  contact  the  hut
convenor, Steve Bruerton.

Equipment Hire:  The Club has a range of
equipment  for  hire.  The  Gear  Custodian  is
Bernhard Parawa, ph. 337 3125. Note: club
gear  assigned to  you is  your  responsibility;
please take care of it. Please make sure you
put tents inside your pack. Tents attached to
the  outside  of  your  pack  can  be  easily
punctured when bush bashing or even lost.
This  may  result  in  serious damage to  your
bank account! Please air and dry tents after
taking  them on  a  trip  even  if  they  are  not
used,  and  report  any  damage  to  the  gear
custodian. 

Rates for Gear Hire:

Tent $3/person/night

Ice axes, crampons $4 per weekend

Harnesses, snow shovel $4 per weekend

Large/small weekend 
packs

$2 per weekend

Helmets Free

Personal locator beacons Free

Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor
(editor@ctc.org.nz) by 25 January 2018 – Thanks.
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